
BIBLE STUDY REFLECTION QUESTIONS 
 
Faith at Work: 
5 Follow up Questions: 
 

1. How is God calling you to put your faith to work in your local church? 
 
 
 

2. How is God calling you to put your faith to work in your family? 
 
 
 
 

3. How is God calling you to put your faith to work at your place of 
employment? 

 
 
 
 

4. How is God calling you to put your faith to work in your community? 
 
 
 
 

5. What radical step of faith is God calling you to make in this season of your 
life’s journey to move out of your comfort zone? 
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James 2:14-26



Introduction: James
 Author  of the letter of James is James the 

Half Brother of Jesus. 

 This is profound that the preeminent leader of 
the early church was one of the blood 
brothers of Jesus.

 James who was once a doubter has been so 
moved and devoted to Jesus that he is now a 
leader in his movement even after his death. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Coming of Age Conversation in the Car With My Father. (You’ve Got to Do Something!)

The actual name of the author of the Epistle of James in Hebrew is Jacob. He was prominent leader if not the most authoritative leader of early Church.. It is James who leads the Jerusalem church and the Jerusalem counsel in the book of Acts. James also is influential in giving direction to the early missionary ministry Paul and Barnabas to the gentiles (Acts 15).

I believe it is profound that the preeminent leader of the early church was one of the blood brothers of Jesus, because if your remember in John chapter 7:5 it says, “Even his brother’s did not believe in him.” Jesus brothers did not believe in his ministry and surely did not have any faith that Jesus was the Messiah of Israel. This is significant because the portion of the letter we will deal with today has to do with faith moving people to faithful ministry for the glory of Christ. Friends the apostle James becomes a shining example of that reality. James who was once a doubter has been so moved by his faith in Jesus that he is now a leader of the church after Jesus death. 




Introduction:

 Date the book was written: 
Between 44 A.D. and 62 A.D. 

 Recipients or audience : 
Messianic Jewish Christians

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Date: Biblical Scholarship has dated the writing of James epistle between 44 A.D. and 62A.D. The early date places the letters writing around a decade after the death of Jesus. Were the later dating places the books writing around the time when James was executed by Jewish authorities according to the Jewish Historian Josephus.

Recipients: Messianic Jewish Community probably from Jerusalem who have been dispersed through out the Roman Empire. These believers have been decentralized now and have to maintain and develop Christian community even though they have been separated from apostolic leadership like James who is being persecuted in Jerusalem. 




Introduction:
 Throughout church history many 

have thought that James and 
Paul disagree on their 
understanding of Saving Faith.  

 Paul teaches faith alone saves 
and that works of the law do 
not merit our salvation before 
God

 James teaches that a faith that 
saves will never remain alone, 
but will produce a life of good 
works that give glory to God 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
James and Paul: 
Throughout Church History Many have thought that James and Paul disagree on their understanding of Saving Faith.  In actuality James and Paul don’t disagree in their understanding of saving faith. Paul looks at faith in much of his writing from the vantage point of what is required for one to be saved. James looks at faith in much of his writing of what is required after one is saved. Paul teaches faith alone saves and that works of the law do not merit our salvation before God(Book of Romans). James teaches that a faith that saves will never remain alone ,but will produce a life of good works that give glory to God (James 2:14-26). A saving faith is an ultimate trust in the redemptive merits of Jesus life, death, and resurrection from the dead to make one a child of God. Faith in Jesus alone for Paul and James restores sinful men and women back to a positive relationship with God the creator, and empowers them by the Spirit of God to do good works for the glory of God and the good of others. 




Introduction: James 2:14-16

Thesis Statement: Saving faith is a working 
faith and a growing faith.

Antithesis: Confessing Christians who 
mentally and verbally ascent to the tenants 
and doctrines of God, but live according to 
the tenants and doctrines of the world. 

Relevant Question: What does faith look like 
when faith goes to work in the believers life? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Text: James 2:14-16
Thesis Statement:  Saving faith is a working faith and a growing faith.

Antithesis: Confessing Christians who mentally and verbally ascent to the tenants and doctrines of the God, but live according to the tenants and doctrines of the world (romans 12:3). 

Relevant Question: What Does Faith Look Like When Faith Goes to Work in the believers life? 




Introduction: 
James' Five 
Working 
Principals 
About Faith

I. A Workless Faith Does Not Save. (v. 14)

II. A Workless Faith is a Worthless Faith( (vss. 15-
17)

III. Good Works are the Evidence of an 
Authentic Faith (vss. 18-20) 

IV. A Case Study in Faith & Works: Abraham (vss. 
21-24)

V. A Case Study in Faith & Works: Rahab (vss. 
25-26)



I. A Workless Faith Does Not Save (vs. 14)

James 2:14 What good 
is it, my brothers, if 
someone says he has 
faith but does not 
have works? Can that 
faith save him?



I. A Workless Faith 
Does Not Save (vs. 14)

 Point to Ponder: Do you feel that social 
and class issues still affect how people 
value and relate to each other in the 
church today?

 Explanation: 
 James warns against the practice of 

showing partiality or favoritism to 
members of the congregation based 
upon personal wealth or social standing in 
the world. 

 Some in the congregation might be 
suggesting that they are saved by faith 
alone not on the apostles expectations of 
social decency within the early Christian 
community. 

 James reveals a blind spot or a dead faith 
in some of the member of the church he 
is writing to in this letter. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Do you feel that social and class issues still affect how people value ,and relate to each other in the church today? If your answer is yes give us examples in the chat about how this happens in the church today.
Explanation: James, in verses 1-13 of chapter 2 warns against the practice of showing partiality ,or favoritism to members of the congregation based upon personal wealth or social standing in the world. It seems there may be some in the churches he is writing to that  may be suggesting that they are saved by faith alone not on how they treat people. James takes on this bad theology in verse 14. James reveals a blind spot or a dead faith in some of the members he is writing to in this letter. He says if your faith in Jesus has no impact on how you treat your brothers and sisters in Christ, especially those who are in need you have a dead faith. A faith that can not save you. 




I. A Workless Faith Does Not Save. 
(vs. 14)

Exhortation: 
An authentic faith is accompanied by good works that leads us to 
value and do good to all our brothers and sisters in the church and to 
care when we see brothers and sisters in need in the congregation. 

A faith that is insensitive to brothers and sisters in need or values them 
based on worldly standards, and feels no need to rightly love those 
who Christ died for is purely an intellectual assent and is not a saving 
faith. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Do you feel that social and class issues still affect how people value ,and relate to each other in the church today? If your answer is yes give us examples in the chat about how this happens in the church today.


Exhortation: James in verse 14 says to us today brothers and sisters, that an authentic faith is accompanied by good works that leads us to value and do good to all our brothers and sisters in the church. and to care when we see brothers and sisters in the congregation in need. A faith that is insensitive to brothers and sisters in need or values them base worldly standards is not true Christianity. It is not the salvation that Jesus came to bring. A workless faith does not save.




II. A Workless Faith 
Is A Worthless 
Faith.(vss. 15-17)

 James 2

 15 If a brother or sister 
is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food,

 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in 
peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without 
giving them the things 
needed for the body, 
what good is that?

 17 So also faith by 
itself, if it does not 
have works, is dead.



II. A Workless Faith 
Is A Worthless 
Faith.(vss. 15-17)

 Point to Ponder: 
Does the church’s 
indifference, or 
lack of response 
to critical issues of 
need impact 
public opinion of 
the Church’s 
relevance today? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Does the church’s indifference, or lack of response to critical issues of need impact public opinion of the Church’s relevance today? Please give examples of your opinion in the chat.




II. A Workless Faith Is A 
Worthless Faith (vss. 15-17)

 Explanation:
 James then lifts up a mirror to his 

congregation in these verses and shows the 
image of a church that looks nothing like the 
Christ who died to meet the needs of the 
people he loved by self-sacrificing service 
through death on a cross. 

 Faith that does not produce good works to 
those in need is worthless to people who 
need to experience the love of God through 
the church, and to God who gave it all to 
help people in need. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Explanation:
In Verse 15-17 James begins to address the real context with in the congregations he is writing. There are people who are hungry and without the necessities of life and they are being made to feel 2nd class in the one place in the Roman Empire ,and the entire world, they should be made to feel that way, the church of Jesus Christ. 
James then lifts up a mirror to his congregation in these verses and shows them the image  of a church that looks nothing like the Christ who died to meet the needs of peoplethrough self sacrificing service.
James teaches that a Faith that exist independent of good works is as useless as a person who wishes all the best to a homeless, naked, and starving person with out helping them with anything that they need. So to a faith that does not produce good works to those in need is worthless to people who need to experience the love of God through the church, and it is worthless to God who wants to use the church to minister to people in need.




II. A Workless Faith Is A 
Worthless Faith.(vss. 15-
17)
 Exhortation:
 When the church neglects to minister to the 

needs of people in desperate situations that 
they are in contact with it fails to fulfill it’s high 
calling as the hands and feet of Jesus. 

 When we look at present issues of justice and 
mercy in our culture and congregations when 
the church fails to responds we are perceived 
as worthless to people who need the truth, love, 
and healing of Christ. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Does the church’s indifference, or lack of response to critical issues of need impact public opinion of the Church’s relevance today? Please give examples of your opinion in the chat.


Exhortation:
Antwon Rose/Where is the Church? Dr. Eddie Glaude “The Black Church is Dead.”

New Hope when the church neglects to minister to the needs of people in desperate situations that they are in contact with it fails to fulfill it’s high calling as the hands and feet of Jesus. When we look at present issues of injustice and spiritual darkness in our culture and congregations and fail to respond we are often perceived as worthless to people who need the truth, love, and healing of Christ. A workless believer is also unable to be used by God who says the harvest is plentiful ,but the laborers are few. God wants to use believers who are ready to go to work, and to a world who needs the gospel ,but how will they hear unless we go in word and deed and give them Jesus.




III. Good Works Are The 
Evidence Of Genuine 
Faith.(vss. 18-20)
 James 2
 18 But someone will say, “You have faith 

and I have works.” Show me your 
faith apart from your works, and I will 
show you my faith by my works.

 19 You believe that God is one; you do 
well. Even the demons believe—and 
shudder!

 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish 
person, that faith apart from works is 
useless?



III. Good Works Are The Evidence Of 
Genuine Faith.(vss. 18-20)

 Point to Ponder: Are good works enough to identify one as a child of God? 

 Explanation:
 James corrects the professing believer who has no concern with living or 

conforming their life to the mercy they have received in Christ especially in 
relation to how they treat members of the church in need. An authentic faith 
is demonstrated or evidenced in a life doing good works to people in and 
out of the church. 

 James says that right confession is good, but  even demons have orthodox 
understanding and belief in the God. 
 James here is quoting the Shema or the Jewish confession of 

monotheism in Deuteronomy 6:4. The demons even fear the punishment 
and wrath of God, but still they are committed to their rebellion and 
have no desire to serve the most High God.

 So to were the Jews in Jesus day they had the orthodox confession but 
were not living the faith. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Are good works enough to identify one as child of God? Put your thoughts on this subject in the chat.

Explanation:
James in verses 18-20 corrects the professing believer who has no concern with how they treat members of the church in need. James submits, that authentic faith is demonstrated or evidenced in a life doing good works to people in and out of the church. 
James says that right confession is good, but even Demons have orthodox understanding and belief in the God. James here is quoting the Shema or the Jewish confession of monotheism in Deuteronomy 6:4. He teaches that the demons even fear the punishment and wrath of God, but still they are committed to their rebellion ,and have no desire to serve the most High God. So to were the Jews in Jesus day they had the orthodox confession but were not living the faith. Jesus said do what they say but not what they do, they are the synagogue of Satan (Mathew 23:3. Revelation2:9,3:9, Klu Klux Klan are trinitarian). James ends this section by reiterating in this verse his main thesis of this section faith without works is dead. 





III. Good Works Are The Evidence Of 
Genuine Faith.(vss. 18-20)

James ends this section by reiterating in this verse his main thesis 
of this section faith without works is dead. 
 Exhortation:
Good works must be accompanied by a good confession, and 
a good confession must be accompanied by good works. 
Good works without faith and dependence on the Jesus as the 
only Son and Savior of God is self righteousness that seeks to 
merit ones standing before God on their own moral 
accomplishments. 
Yet a good confession without good works is a demonic faith 
that says one thing but does another. It is a form of Godliness 
but denies the true power of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in 
someone's life. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Are good works enough to identify one as child of God? Put your thoughts on this subject in the chat.


Exhortation:
Friends good works must be accompanied by a good confession, and a good confession must be accompanied by good works. Good works without faith and dependence on Jesus as the only Son and Savior of God is self righteousness that seeks to merit ones sanding before God on their own moral accomplishments. Yet a good confession without good works is a demonic faith that says one thing but does another. It is a form of Godliness but denies the true power of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit in someone's life. 

This is what Martin King was getting at in his letter from a Birmingham Jail when he writes, 
 
“In spite of my shattered dreams, I came to Birmingham with the hope that the white religious leadership of this community would see the justice of our cause and, with deep moral concern, would serve as the channel through which our just grievances could reach the power structure. I had hoped that each of you would understand. But again I have been disappointed.
I have heard numerous southern religious leaders admonish their worshipers to comply with a desegregation decision because it is the law, but I have longed to hear white ministers declare: "Follow this decree because integration is morally right and because the Negro is your brother." In the midst of blatant injustices inflicted upon the Negro, I have watched white churchmen stand on the sideline and mouth pious irrelevancies and sanctimonious trivialities. In the midst of a mighty struggle to rid our nation of racial and economic injustice, I have heard many ministers say: "Those are social issues, with which the gospel has no real concern." And I have watched many churches commit themselves to a completely other worldly religion which makes a strange, un-Biblical distinction between body and soul, between the sacred and the secular.
I have traveled the length and breadth of Alabama, Mississippi and all the other southern states. On sweltering summer days and crisp autumn mornings I have looked at the South's beautiful churches with their lofty spires pointing heavenward. I have beheld the impressive outlines of her massive religious education buildings. Over and over I have found myself asking: "What kind of people worship here? Who is their God? “





IV. A Case Study in 
Faith & Works : 
Abraham(vss. 21-24)

 James 2
 21 Was not Abraham our 

father justified by works when 
he offered up his son Isaac on 
the altar?

 22 You see that faith was 
active along with his works, 
and faith was completed by 
his works;

 23 and the Scripture was 
fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was 
counted to him as 
righteousness”—and he was 
called a friend of God.

 24 You see that a person is 
justified by works and not by 
faith alone.



IV. A Case Study in 
Faith & Works : 
Abraham(vss. 21-24)

 Point to Ponder: Can we grow or mature 
in our faith in God?

 Explanation:
 Abraham the father of faith functions for 

James as a case study and a proof that 
justifying faith or saving faith is never 
alone, but accompanies obedient 
actions that trust in the mercy and grace 
of God. 

 James in these verses furthers his 
argument and says that in the life of 
Abraham the “father of faith”, faith and 
works came together (synergized) to 
bring about the perfection or maturation 
of  his faith in God. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: How do we grow and mature in our faith in God?

Explanation:
James instructs that, Abraham, who is, the father of faith for Jews and Gentiles is a case study and a proof that justifying faith or saving faith is never alone ,but is accompanied by obedient actions that trust in the mercy and grace of God. 
 James in these verses furthers his argument and says that in the life of Abraham, faith and works came together (synergized) to bring about the perfection or maturation of  his faith in God. Abraham struggled to trust God at times. My mentor, Pastor Ken Jones says, “there was a lot of quibbles and giggles between Sarah and Abraham through out their life’s journey when it came to trusting the promises of God, but when Abraham and Isaac where at the altar Abraham had full confidence in God. Hebrews 11:19 says that Abraham didn’t know what God was going to do ,but if he had to kill Isaac he knew God was going to resurrect the son he promised from the dead. 
It was through faith alone demonstrated through faithful action, that Abraham was called a friend of God. Not a faith based on works alone, or a faith based on profession alone, rather a faith that works in a person to live in obedience and trust in God from start to finish and even when we falter that faith allows us to return to faithfulness as Abraham did many times in his journey of faith. 





IV. A Case Study in Faith & Works : 
Abraham(vss. 21-24)

 Two core doctrines at play in the 
story of Abraham:

 The Doctrine of Justification and 
Sanctification.

 Abraham was justified by faith that 
progressively led his life or allowed 
him to be sanctified to live out 
obedient and good works 
empowered by faith or trust in the 
faithfulness and total sufficiency of 
God. 



Justification
 We believe that the great 

gospel blessing which Christ 
secures to such as believe in him 
is justification; that justification 
includes the pardon of sin, and 
the promise of eternal life on 
principles of righteousness; that it 
is bestowed not in consideration 
of any works of righteousness 
which we have done, but solely 
through faith in the Redeemer's 
blood; by virtue of which faith his 
perfect righteousness is freely 
imputed to us of God; that it 
brings us into a state of most 
blessed peace and favor with 
God, and secures every other 
blessing needful for time and 
eternity. 



Sanctification
 We believe that sanctification is the 

process by which according to the 
will of God, we are made partakers of 
his holiness; that it is a progressive 
work; that it is begun in regeneration; 
and that it is carried on in the hearts 
of believers by the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit, the Sealer 
and Comforter, in the continual use of 
the appointed means- especially the 
Word of God, self-examination, self-
denial, watchfulness, and prayer



IV. A Case Study in Faith & Works : 
Abraham(vss. 21-24)

 Exhortation:
 Our life in relationship with God 

begins when our faith goes to work, 
and matures as our faith continues to 
grow as we work. The next season of 
development of faith is connected 
to you taking a step or taking an 
action in faith that is going to allow 
God to show you his faithfulness and 
power on your behalf. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: How do we grow and mature in our faith in God?


Exhortation: New Hope I believe the apostle James challenges us in the story of Abraham in today’s text to understand that our life in relationship with God begins when our faith goes to work, and matures as our faith continues work. And I just believe today that the next season of development of your faith is connected to you taking a step ,or taking an action in faith that is going to allow God to show you his faithfulness and power on your behalf in fresh ways. Sometimes your faith in God can’t grow until like Peter you take an action that get you out of the boat of comfortability and complacency to trust God in a revolutionary way that builds you confidence in him for the next leg of your journey toward his promises and purposes in your life. 




V. A Case Study 
of Faith & Work: 
Rahab(vss. 25-26)
James 2:

25 And in the same way was not 
also Rahab the prostitute justified 
by works when she received the 
messengers and sent them out by 
another way?

26 For as the body apart from the 
spirit is dead, so also faith apart 
from works is dead.



V. A Case Study of Faith & Work: 
Rahab(vss. 25-26)

 Point to Ponder: Are good works present when someone comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ? 
 Explanation:
 Rahab is an example of how faith and works come together to bring about salvation in a persons life .
 Rahab’s faith in God and His ultimate victory was made manifest through her positive action toward the 

spies of Israel in Jericho. 
 James states faith is dependent on works in order to be made manifest in the life of the true child of God. 
 Works give life to faith in Jesus Christ. 
 Faith that does not have works can not save. 
 As the spirit gives life to a body, so works give life to the faith that we profess.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Are good works present when someone comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ? If your answer is yes list some of the good works that are present when one comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ in the chat.
Explanation:
Rahab is James’ example about how faith and works come together to bring about salvation in persons life. In salvation God free sinners from the sinful world that is being destroyed, and integrates them into the people of God. Rahab’s faith in God and his ultimate victory was made manifest through her positive action toward the spies of Israel in Jericho in Judges chapter 2. James gives to us in verse 26 his main point in this section of the letter. Faith is dependent up on works in order to be made manifest in the life of the true child of God. Works give life to faith in Jesus Christ. A faith that does not have works can not save. As the spirit gives life to a body, so works give life to the faith that we profess.  




V. A Case Study of Faith & Work: Rahab(vss. 25-26)

 VI. Of the Freeness of Salvation
We believe that the blessings of salvation 
are made free to all by the gospel; that it 
is the immediate duty of all to accept 
them by a cordial penitent, and obedient 
faith; and that nothing prevents the 
salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, 
but his own inherent depravity and 
voluntary rejection of the gospel; which 
rejection involves him in an aggravated 
condemnation.

 Rahab accepted the spies which was a 
work that gave demonstration to her 
saving faith in God.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
VI. Of the Freeness of Salvation�We believe that the blessings of salvation are made free to all by the gospel; that it is the immediate duty of all to accept them by a cordial penitent, and obedient faith; and that nothing prevents the salvation of the greatest sinner on earth, but his own inherent depravity and voluntary rejection of the gospel; which rejection involves him in an aggravated condemnation�
Rahab accepted the spies which was a work that gave demonstration to her saving faith in God. So to you and I when we accept Jesus perform a work that gives demonstration to our faith in Jesus Christ that saves us from the destruction that is reserved for this world, and ushers into the family of God. Even saving faith is accompanied by good works.




V. A Case Study of Faith & Work: Rahab(vss. 
25-26)

 Exhortation:
 Faith & Works are in harmony and 

synergy in the life of the person who 
comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Point to Ponder: Are good works present when someone comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ? If your answer is yes list some of the good works that are present when one comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ in the chat.


Exhortation:
Faith & Works are in harmony and synergy in the life of the person who comes to saving faith in Jesus Christ. New Hope that is why the name of your church and the work of your ministry is so significant in the 21st century. Christ is using each individual and the ministry of the church at large like the spies in Rahab’s story. We are to go out into the world and share the gospel through faith and good works. As we go God is going to allow the good news to give New Hope to people who were lost in the darkness of their own sinful lives and the hopeless darkness of this sinful world. But as we proclaim the salvation of Jesus Christ some are going to put their faith in the God that we serve ,and ask what must I do to be saved, and we will tell them put your faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ and give him faithful obedience with your life. You won’t be perfect ,but you will go from faith to faith and glory to glory as you obediently fallow the Lord in faith to do good works in the world as Christ uses the saved to minister his salvation mightily in word and deed. 




Conclusion:

Thesis Statement: Saving faith 
is a working faith and a 

growing faith.

Relevant Question: What 
does faith look like when it 

goes to work in the 
believer's life?

James' Five Working Principals About Faith:
•I. A Workless Faith Does Not Save. (v. 14)
•II. A Workless Faith is a Worthless Faith( (vss. 15- 17)
•III. Good Works are the Evidence of an Authentic Faith 

(vss. 18-20) 
• IV. A Case Study in Faith & Works: Abraham (vss. 21-24)
•V. A Case Study in Faith & Works: Rahab (vss. 25-26)
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